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fy having f wo ten 2 4 ſo ſoler 
OST "gr  feblhed I cannot but rely v1 | 
your prudent and generous Vote, and think my ſelf ſufficiently ſeenfed- by 
Hg the Word: of a King; who, whilſt a Subje#,” was never known'thbreakit : "Vet 
notwithſtanding, ſeeing You'My Children here aſſembled to' conſult art adviſe about: 
the moſt important matters of the Kingdom ; I hope it maybe lawful and ſeaſonle for 
Me to-repreſent'to your wiſe conſiderations my ſerious' thoughts conceriing the means 
to eſtabliſh my/ own and the Nations future Qwier and Tranquility. 

Yow cannot he ignorant that ever ſince my Seperarion fromthe Church of Rome: 1 ave 


. beenattacqu'd by 


one another ; where if the Garrifon'make a SaHley-to endatmage one;;''an other pre-' 
ſently takes an advantage 'to 'make- an attacque. + Thus whilſt Met my oY 'viebiouſy: 

toſuppreſs the Papift, the Puritan ſeeks to undertnivie' Me; And-whillt]. am buſied-to- 

e the Puritan, the Papiſi gains ground upon" me." 

4 not forſake her but her es which I Reformed'; my Rebellious. SubjeAs teH me 

_ the ſame, andithat They mult: make a: Thorow Reforrntivion ' And let metbrin® what Ar- 


- Euments I:pleaſe, to juſtify my Diſſenr,. they ſtill: produce the\fame apainſtme:' If on - 


the other. hand, I plead againſt the Puritan Diſſenter andiſhow that He onght/to ſtand = 
Church Au :hority, where ke is not Infallibly certain if commands a Sin'; the'\Paps Go nvi 
{ently catches at it, and tells me, I deſtroy my own Grounds of AEGINY ont 
moot to that: /nfall;biliry, which 1 condemn; inthem; 

Matters ſtanding thus betwixt Me-and Them': .Why would it not.hea point of Pru- 


dence in Me [(as doubt not but you would eſteemitin a Governour of that City'1 lately ' | 


mention'd,) 'to,make Peace with one of my Adverfarks, tothe wa [: _ with more a ſe | 
reſiſt the ow-fets of the other ?: ' ATI. 2 


_ . Lam the eaſifier induced to believe this may be cffoſted; dreanſe my Enemies ane: at 


Mortal Feudes with one another, and would rather'joyn with Me than againſt Me. And 
what advantages ſuch an V#107z would brin ng tothis: ronmans. need not be Hr: in derail. 
to your. view, who cannot but at the very firſt ſeethem;;: * -: 
.  Onr next conſideration then mult he, to find out, whether of theſe two Partiss: may 
Ne the ſooner induced to ſign theſe Articles of. Agreement; ; and will give: the beſt —_— | 
or their performance of them. Ty & | 

In order to which, if I caſt back-my Eye apon the Tranfations which tiave lrapined) In 
this Kingdom theſe laſt 5o years, 1 cannot but obſerve my Puritan Diſſentivg Adverſaries 
to be a company of People for the moſt-part withour: TFuſtice, Loyalty,Conſevence or Rehigi-' 
on,tho' they pretend themiall for a cloak to their: Villanies:'-1 cannot but look'npon them 
as "Implac le' Enemies, and Tyranical too, where they once: get the upper-hand.: And'if 1 
admit them into my boſom, I may aſſure "4 ſelf of being: Sting by them,..when' they 
are once warm, and have recover d ſtrength, ' 

I need not mention all their Helliſh = oe F againſt Me and my Loyal Children. From 
1641, till 1648. nor by what wiles they pndermin'd Me firſt, and then never ceaſed till 
they had ruined the three Kingdoms, and embrued their hands-in the Blood of the beſt 
of Kings. Itis apparent enough what favour ]. may expedt from them, it once: again 
(which 'God-forbid) the Power ſhould come into their Hands,' by the Liberty 'they de-. 
nyed Me jn the V/urpers wicked reign. Have they not alſo of late endeavoured to play 
the ſame Game over again, and to diſturb mine andithe Kingdoms quiet, by:Plors hatch- 
ed in their own-Brains? What: was. the Popiſh Plot,) but a'Þblind-for a Presbyterian one? 
Were not all their endeavours to Trepan ns into an | Ambuſh they: had laid-for us; -whilſt 
we, with blind heat, were in purſuit of that Chymerical Phcnrome' ? Had:they not. at; 
that time all their Machines at work to involve us in a conimon ruine ? Did they. .not un- 
der pretence of ſecuring the King from a Popiſh Gun and»Slver' Buller,, endeavour; to; Jet ; 
fly at hum-with a True Proteſtant Bluderbuſs ? What did they aim at, "under pretence. of . 

ſecuring the Proteſtant Religion, but to ſtrike at Epiſcopacy ? At which time no perſ6n, that: 


.. waseither Dutiful to:24e, or Loyal to. the King, but was preſently branded. with the 


Name -of Papift. Popiſhly Aﬀetted, Papift in Maſquerade; French Penſioner,; 'or the! like. 
Had they not made a Catalogne of all perſons any ways eminent inthe Kingdom, and. 


ranked them under two Heads, of Worthy men, and MenWorthy, meaning by the later, 

Men _— to be made away, becauſe true to their King and Country? When they were 

caught in their Villanies, id they Keperr, or did they not rather _ their Dying Words 
A 


teſtify 


uy declard e would maintain Ale ww, 
1 His Royal word, according to 


all ſorts of Diſſemters': So that my Fare, in this Encounter; -may be- 
compared'to'that of a City'beſieged by different Armies, who Fight both again It, and- 
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Kings Speech Ble 
May 36. 


Houſe was finiſhed 


»< 


Dy. Sherlocks 
Sermon May 29 
1685. 


Mariana, 
: ; ; (as they-often telt- us} 
by the Publick Execurioner. .Seging therefore the Roman Carholicks do frequently declare. 
© That it is an Article of Faith in their Church,and expreſly declared in the Council of Con- 
Roman-Cath. © /?ance,  that.the King-kiling-Doctrine, of Murder of Princes Excommmunicated or #fere- 
Principles 3 © refie, 1S Diminabie and Hererical;-as bethg contrary to:the known Laws of God ardiNa- 
Eair. 1680. < ture: As 8lf6;;:that no Cacholicks as.Catholicks believe, that the Pope hath any dire&t; or 
© Indirect Authority over the Temporal Power, and Juriſdiftion of Princes: So that if the 
*-Pope ſhould pretend to Ab/obve, or Dipence with His Majeſties Subjefts from their Ale- 
* giance,. upon account of Herefy.or Sch1ſm, ſuch Diſpenſation would be vain and-null, 
© and all Catholick Subjects (notwithſtanding ſuch Didfenſarion and Abſolution) would be 
* ſtil-bound in Confcience to. Deferd their King and Country, at the hazard of their Lives 
© and Fortunes, even againſt the Pope himſelf, in caſe he ſhould invade the Nation. I ſay, 
ſeeing -Koman Catholicks do thus generally declare their Loyalty, I think the ought.no 
more in juſtice-to be charged with Diſloyal Principles for: the Extravigance of ſome few 
of that vaſt Body; and thoſe Cen/xr d and Condern'd too by them, than I am to be charg'd 
with: Principles of the like Diſloyalty'and Injuſtice, becauſe ſome of my Children have been 
for the Bill of Excluſion, and others who Communicated with me, have written Scanda- 
lous Pamphlets, Narratives, 8c. tending'to Treaſon and Rebellion. But what, in one word, 
ſeems'to:Meia convincing Argument that. the Papiſts do not hold ſuch Pernicious. Dofrines 
is, that I ſee ſo many Kings and Princes in-other Countries no/leſs jealous of their Lives and 
Authorities than others, who yet profeſs and maintain that Ketzgion, and think themſelves: 
ſecure by her: Prezciples, when they dare not truſt the Calvinift,, And if we may deſcend 
to particulars, can we imagine that His preſent Majeſty, who could not but know that the 
Roman Church was frequently taxed with Diſtoyal Principles, would embrace her Faith with- 
out. examining ſo neceſſary a':Tenent : Or.can we imagine; after ſuch an examination, that- 
He' who has promiſed to maintain Me. (as I may fay) only hecanſe He knew I was for X4-/ 
narchyand Loyalty, would himſelf embrace a Religiov which teaches the contrary. Prix 
ciples ?-:So.that to condemn the Roman Carholick Retzgion of Principles of Diſloyalty, iseither / 
to- condemn the King of gorazce in his own Religion, or of careleſineſs of his own Secu= 
71'y.” :'Fheſe things thus conſidered; I cannot but fay it was a reaſonable Complaintof ' 
Preface to Ro- One of them in theſe words. _ 7s. i# nor . ſtrange and ſevere, that Principles, .ad thoſe'pre- 
 man.Carholick rended:of Faith #00, ſhould be 'mpoſed upon men, mhicirtbey rhemfelves Renounce and deteſt? 
Principles. If the Taitk's'Alcaron ſhould in like manner be _ upon us, and we hanged up for Mahome- 
tans, allwegoald door ſay in ſuch a caſe, would be to die Patiently with Proteftations of our 
ow7: Innocence." 41d rhes is the poſture of our Condition;(continues he.) we Abhor;,we'Renounce, | 
q:: 3- FEB: v | | 4 o | "gy \ 
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healed. Our Zealors cry perpetually againſt. the do 
yet the Romaniſts, it's well known, cry as much againſt” 


paint a Papiſt, they beſmear him with the ugly colours of Equivocations, Mental Reſer- 
vations, Disenſations to Lye, Forſwear and Maſſacre their Neighbours 3; when 'on the 
contrary the Roman Catholickrecommends Simplicity and Godly Sincerity, as truly Chriſtian 
Vireues, neceſſary to the Conſervation of Fuſtice, Truth and-Common r Ad : Andtell us, 
That all Pardons and Diſpenſations granted, or pretended to be granted, in order to any ſuch 
Ends or D ſigns, have no other Validity or Effet, than to add Sacriledge and Blaſpemy ro the 
above-named Crimes. And as for our common Cornet how often are we told 
they miſtake the Roman Catholick. Fenents, miſ-repreſent their Do#rines, fight paint 
Chimera's of their own Brains, and moſt commonly either ſpend whole Volumes in Te ; 
futing Errors, which They Condemn as well as We, or eſtabliſhing Truths which they Ws 5 
firm? How often have they told us, We. muſt ſeparate their Articles of Faith from their 
Theological Diſputes; and take their, Doftrines from their Councils, not their Schools ? 
And yet how little profit have our Polericks reaped from this "Admonition ? How often 
have they formerly urged us to an Oral or Pex Combat, upon condition Security and Free- 
dom tnight be given them, the Queſtions rightly ated, and the other common Laws..of 
Di#purartion ſtriftly obſerved ; But ſtill either the real or pretended Intereſt of State put a 
ſtop thereto; Inſomuch that. in their Publick Writings, they have. often told us, We 
behave our ſelves like perſons diffident of our Cauſe, decline DisÞutes on equal terms, and either 
miſ-repreſent therr Tenents (as appears manifeſtly in their Doftrines of Juſtification ard Me- 
rit, SatisfaCtion ard Indulgences) or elſe play the Buffoons, Foaking, Scoffing, and relating 
Stories, which, if true, would not touch Religion ? I muſt confeſs many of our Young Divines 
(if I may call them Divines, who have not ſpent above a year or two in the Univerſities) 
are to blame in this, who having obtain'd a good Berefice, by the Sollicitation of Friends, 
and not. by their Merit, are forced to Preach to others, what they ſcarce underſtand theni- 
ſelves, Such as theſe, for want,it may be, of Matter, are glad to fly to the common Topy 
ick of Railing at Rome,and Hell the Pope and theDevil,for which being applauded by their 
ealous and Ignorant Auditors, and moved with an itch of being in Prine, they publiſh 
their.own puerile Conceptions,or ſuch as they have glean'd from others of the like Learn- 
ing, Judgement and Keaairg, and tho' it be all to no.purpoſe, yet they flatter themſelves, 
as if from thence the Jown-fall of Popery, and the utter deſtradtion'of the Whore of Baby+ 
lon muſt neceſſarily enſue. _ fog 1 j- | 

Upon theſe cotiſiderations ; Ay Lords and Gentlemen, Dock be 

My. humble requeſt to you in this Aſemb bh is, that you would adviſe about ſome means 
for our Quiet, Concord and Agreement, and take care, that what may widen onr Breathes 
may be Rejected, and what may cloſe them, Embraced:. The beſt way to effeft which in 
My Thoughts are theſe. - * We" img bban 

Firſt, That it may be provided that Thoſe, who are known0 be Faithful Friends to the King 
and Kingdom's Good, may equally with Us enjoy thoſe Favours and Bleſſings we may Hope for 
inder ſo G RE-AT and ſo FUST a KING, without being lyable tb the Sanguinary or Penal 
Laws-for holding Opinions no ways inconſiſtent with Loyalty and the Peace and Quiet of the 
Nation. Aud that they may not be obliged by Oaths and Teſts, either to renounce their Religi- 
on which they know they cannor do without Sacriledge, or elſe to put themſelves out of Capacity 
of Serving their King or Country: es | | og 

Secondly, -That for Healing our Differences, it be appointed that neither ſide in their Ser= 
mons touch upon matters of Controverſy with Animating Refleftions ; but that thoſe Diſ- 
courſes, may wholly tend to Peace and Piety, Religion ard ſound Morality. And that in all 
Publick Catechiſins the ſolid Grounds and Principles of Religion may be ſolely Explicated, 
and Eſtabliſhed, all reflecting Animoſities being laid afide. 

Thirdly, That ſome Learned, Devout and Sober Perſons may be made choice of on both 
frdes, who may truly ftate matters of Controverſy betwixt ws, to the end each one may kyow the 
others Pretenſuns, and the Tenents they cannot abandon, without breaking the chain of Apoſto= 
lick Faith. Which if it be done, we ſhall, it may be, find that to be true, which the Papilts often 
rell x5 ;, That the difference betwixt Them and Us, is not ſo great as many make” it; * 
nor their Texents ſo Pernicious, but if we ſaw them naked, we ſhould, if not embrace thenr_ 
as Truths, yet not condemn them as Errors, much leſs as Pernicious Doftrines. Tet jf not- 
withſtanding all this we cannot perfettly agree in ſome Points, let us however endeavour to live - 
together mn the Bonds of Love and Charity, as becomes Good Chriſtians and Loyal Subjects, ' 
and joyn together to oppugne thoſe known Maxims, and Pernicious Errors, which deſtroy the 
Eſſence of Religion, Loyalty and Good Government. by CEE 

- This 1s ( My.deareſt Children ) the Remonſtrance I thought good to make you,and Igoubt. 
not but Your Wi/doms will ſo order it, that if not by this 2derhod, at leaſt by ſome other 
Efficacions means, all our Differences may be ſoothed ; and when Hears about Rehgion | 
ceaſe,, we may hope for a future ſtable Quiet in the Nation. This is what I-ſhall daily * 
Pray for, and that God would by his Grace ſo Guide this Grear Aſſembly, that all their”: 
Aﬀts, Votes and Councels may tend to his Honour and Glory, the Good of his Church, 
and the Progferjty and laſting Peace of the Kingdom. 2 Ge 0 : <H- IFY 

- ST FR Nee, God ſave King JAMES the Second, 


Rom an Cath . 
Principles. 


Amen, 
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